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doors. He settled the amount of fine, which should be levied
upon each transgressor, and put into a common box.
This edict was but little heeded. Young officers went out
and in; they jested not in the most modest fashion with the
actresses; made game of the actors; and annihilated the whole
system of police, before it had the smallest time to take root in
the community. The people ran chasing one another through
the rooms, they changed clothes, they disguised themselves.
Melina, attempting to be rigorous with a few at first, was exas-
perated by every sort of insolence; and when the Count soon
after sent for him to come and view the place where his theatre
was to be erected, matters grew worse and worse. The young
gentry devised a thousand broad jokes; by the help of some
actors, they became yet coarser; it seemed as if the old Castle
had been altogether given up to an infuriate host; and the racket
did not end till dinner.
Meanwhile the Count had led Melina over to a large hall,
which, though belonging to the old Castle, communicated by a
gallery with the new one : it seemed very well adapted for being
changed into a little theatre. Here the sagacious lord of the
mansion pointed out in person how he wanted everything to be.
The labour now commenced in the greatest haste; the stage-
apparatus was erected and furbished up; what decorations they
had brought along with them and could employ, were set in
order; and what was wanting, was prepared by some skilful
workmen of the Count's. "Wilhelm likewise put his hand to the
business; he assisted in settling the perspective, in laying off
the outlines of the scenery; he was very anxious that nothing
should be executed clumsily. The Count, who frequently came
in to inspect their progress, was highly satisfied; he showed
particularly how they should proceed in every case, displaying an
uncommon knowledge of all the arts they were concerned with.
Next began the business of rehearsing, in good earnest; and
there would have been enough of space and leisure for this under-
taking, had the actors not continually been interrupted by the
presence of visitors. Some new guests were daily arriving, and
each insisted on viewing the operations of the company.

